


23 & D Co:mnndo Overseas

reypodr kncw we were going overseas. 3ut ad least we were going to get geven
‘embarkaiion leave before we went, and it was o crowded leave train that pulled .
of .¥YR station on that Friday night. It was to say the least of it rather a blow
wokcn up ot one o'cloci: in the worning with ‘the news that the train had been ;
ed aboubt nnd that we were to rcturn to tae sleeping landlords and ladics we had 1
; but four hours carlier, :

SLx dc s Jlater, april 13vh, 1943 GOUROCK secmed no less dismal than JYR, and
2 b il . 2

s no real relicf to be asscabled in an. overerowded hold while ’“ho Colonel told

ghat the Coumondo was ~boub to spend three months on the Rock of Gibraltar -

;cause cveryonce knew uhat she Sccond iront would opea "eny day nau“'

#'he Roclz.

3 Gibraltor was cnjoyinz a “Lov'n.nt" when the DUNOTR CASTIL steamed in after an

%nneventf’u] trip. The main Billet was tc be ALuiEDA BARRACES with ils Hisscn Huts and
She protective scrcen of connon which had repelled the Trench during Rooke's heroie -
efence in 18;;. Theore were knowin ; looks'when it wes heard that the Officcrs were

v be guests of a Pioncer Couapony in the appropriately chosen liunnery. By way of
Comiiando training the only natural amenity ofiered b Ve the Rock was clinmbing., 4n N

assault course built b the Independent Company, striven over, competed over, and
ora over, scemed the anlv' alicrnative vo the, local sport of burrowing end Suancll- d
iﬂ,g or a continuous round of bathing in B.IDY/CLTTLE BIYS, Later, this monotony was
jed by the use of two obsolete LCLE tu convey as many men as they could »ossibly

made to carry on a round trip of the Roex, and o *a.m then on a nachine-gun-swept
sach for the assault on an imaginary power sbabion. "Bxercisce Scaweccd!, as it was
lubbed, was immenscly ﬁopu e with ics instigavors at lcast. Two unfortunatc troops
$6 scpeat it seven Simes in almost as many days for the benefit of the creat and
greater gucsts.

Iam.l,cnucrualmmu.. on “the Roek palled all too rapidly. The Football tean
—s.nocLeﬁ ou: of the Prince of ~ales Cud bcforc they mobt very Tac.. The. Comaanda
‘Indcpenden: Coupany entered a combined side in the Cricket League, but onlycomec
the limelicht when 3gt. Proscott and Pte. Couléhord set up an all-bime Rock

i for a first wicket svand, 3Batting azainst a teom of Szppers they scored 150
before being separeted. another all-rock viectory was gained by the Unit with

in the Saluting competition, Water Polo and 6-a-side Hockey were indulged in,
without congpicuous success. Derby dgy however coincided with P&,}'Ciav~ and this
£903 much for a subaltcru inspired b- the Sporé of Kings. 4 vast blackboard was
csed in onc corner of the square, and as thc 22 queue dwindled in the other

corner the crowd mmound the "Bookie" grew. Runncrs and riders with their prices were
halked up by the Troop Scrg.ant iajor, the inspired subalicra took the bets, and the
Troop Co'umndcr s Botman, remembering hils days as a barrow-boy in the Jast Bnd of
‘Iondon, shouted the odds. The Proop Coamander himsclf had an cxeellond alibi, and a
_on~nlussc,d R 5.1, found himself unable to deal with the technical illegalitics,

' Those conccrned, on the con:irary gained a méasure of fame from a notice in the pages
ef he Rock™.

Vacancics Zor leave to Spain werce all too few, but those whe went came back with
11s cars and other parts of bulls, to cncourage a vractical decmonstration in the
‘mess.  Sides werc talten, the initviated tool: the floor, and chaos rcigned.
PRoel-happiness", a virulent discase, had taken its grip. The "Off-the-Rock:

T,

sety" was formed, and cxcreise "Hubs!' wos the first of their many activicies,

In the theatrical world the Comwuando made its mark upon the Rock with L. Frank
5 very succcssful production of the first "Greca Berobs show, starting o Crazy
tradition which was to be followed with similar success clscwhorc, . Bor. catiers =
1t also g far-sceing Velfare jssociation produced Vivien Leigh, Zcatrice Lillie
slic Henson. The lattber, af cr o dinner at.wihich Licutcnant-Commander Tommy

¢ had m'ovu?i GO Gods Jo.c" 7 al:thc Flegticould be Lit up teierfler ig-ls
undymurshm “to have .rsgzcoraed in his diary "e....had an e n,;g
nagndos™ e Ao




&they whon o fin:

She local defences to provids a £itting climax ts the cnd
ercuse “"Gehenna®, when ov cr" blunderbuss on the

« three alnubtes, while 7inston Churchill sat on
cdings

)

o

Sanity was prc erved by the arrival just threc 1;1011’;;;3 after we had reached the
Rock of Tord Louis kMountbatien, who, in a t‘ousm.{; specch, told us that 3 Commando and -
the two Merine Co mc_nJ.’::- had left something for us o do in Sicily. JAnd with sone

still. firmly balievinz that was just a cloak to hide our: intended ass
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the Coast Fronce or “The es' in Jyr, the FREICI CH.RIEIS ond FRINCESS
d be ,,_nackcd into o large valisc to SYR.CUSEH, and then

took the Commando with what ¢
late 1.0 to AUCUSTA,

r}“{JCOL., wlu,rc wc were 0 ouaj for nost of the Sdeilian car Da;gn, rought
% 1 log ...n’: of the “alwl rac The Comm-
Ao c:xm:.bc:; ‘mmx PI'bﬂCJ.uCA the -Jb.ubﬁm operation werz distvinguished by the Colonel's
new invention for hurling arrows into the air (i wos mode from a Bewd tripod) and by
his first use of the Mod Mi tically dcmonstratcd. Neither invention got
beyond the training stage, thoush it would have been good o sce them used in battlc.

ST,

The Scalctta operation itself was an anti-climeos, T the whole Comriando ass-
cmbled aboard-tne "Pru ce Charlcs, kpjor-General Ie ese led off with a fearsgome pep-
talk whosc main theme scemed (o be that the immediate fubtwre might well be 'blcolier
than Saint Nazaire!. " Lack of information, and the frantic haste of pln.nmnf‘ and
preparation did nothing. to lesscen the fearful cxpectancy. .and so when the Havy
dropped us at the wrong placc and ai the wrong tize, we were pleasantly surprised to
be able, after a short mortar engagement, to march ‘.:r iwmhantly into MSSTIL. A
rather hollow success. Y :

SALERNO, T ; : :
After another periocd in the orange groves, tiais time outside Cateniay where
nalaria wes adaecd to the distress of dyscentery, the Commando was moved across che

- breadth of Sicily bo some morc pleasan’ groves outside PiJ.E\‘m.{O Life herc was sbill

further improved by the American 5-in-1l ratisn; and for the first tinme gince coming
abroad there were no cosplainis about the food.
Being attached to the 5th .u.t‘U' however, hal its d)gadva.nﬁaoc.s, a3 was agrecd
when a Negro lorry driver informed a party of men of the cxact details of the coming
operatien at SALGRNO, His forccast turncd out to be more detailed than our scanty
briefing when it came.
g

With the Rangers, who gave us a ,_.runda receeption, in two IST and ouruclsr s ina
third, and 41 RM Commando in ILCIs we made the sca-—pags e mostly in deylicht. Bxcept -
for no small air attack it was uncventful, The thrce Gxu.rcm.lls (Col. Jack, Col.Tom
and Copt Randolph) were conspicuous by their presence. The last named demonstrated

‘a masterly command of the Italian languaze in transieting a messaze from General

Sisenhower, though it is possible that he wight alrcady have scen the Znglish originall

1ot cven he, however, could explain the truth about the I'talia.n surrender acanounced ab

9 p.7. that cveniang., ‘The gucsscs were meny, and the betting was high.

’

BATTIS

The ond wave were aov wnduly surprised to hear that the initial assault had
gone i.n k' m’!"'l" any opposition on the beaches  But they were rudely shaken by the

mortor barraz.e that met thom as they ncared the shore in broad doylight., Howsver the

primory obje c‘cives Vere taken m»h comparative casc; though opnosition was crcounbered
onsbthe hish & . and the I.0. killed by an 88ma, when ordered to
& threaten .3'1‘ orno T nriacs were holdin @ the L. MATIMNA pass covering the main road

a0,

into the tovwn,
waltios, ‘Tho

no

2 - counser-attacked repeate 1y and suffercd many cas-—
ras precarious and we had been moved over to relicve
s ; uc,c,eson"ul counter-attack was put in, We were pushed
bac-’: i"ro.m 'L'ho (,rcsi; of thie hill, but monaged to dig in on the reverse slope., A

] chead o b o regimens of 25 pounders, a cruiscr, and the. . °
blc to rcicke the hill. 7




Uhe Thf
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- relioved us in duc course end we regrouped in the no»r captured Balerno
a "cf.: res’ the depleted Commando moved out of the town under mortar
T 01 e sached: & leafy valley, where 'thc 6.0, geve
"hoat' in sixz columns, makinz ag mwch noisc as possible to flush the
cricho gould nuvc boen more successful , because ncarly 150

in the bag beforc daybreaic, for thc loss of onc man wounded!

O
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The subseguent abtack waﬁ, not so plecasant, and 1 and 2 Troops wore badly
mauled (all She 0fficers and the Sgt Major were casualiics in 2 Troop) before
"‘u%n’c within ul(; perimeter of the willoge of Picgoleite, where the €.0.
-round defence. Two nights later, to the strains of an occasional
1 Jack's pipes; the Comuando wos f'mull" relieved )
lerno beoches.  The short period herc was notable for an omast ng tribuce in a
“o the whole unib by Major Gencral MeCrecry, then commanding 10 Corps.

ised an
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Soourg
sufficed to carry us baclk to Sicily, and by stages o Cavania. The
and rumours were rife. All the prophets proved false, and
iphtrwards while wo were desvined for TRANTO, We made TARANTO
harbﬁu' in uhC r'aln, and suffercd in wwion to the niscries of the Italian State

Redlwoys in a freezing journcy to MOLIFATIL,

Jpom A the first reeruiting boards went out, and here later the first

cafire courscs were formed. Infechive Hepabitis or Jaundice spoiled the Christmas
estivitics for some, bubt the romainder were able to enjoy the sccond Grecn Berets

show Ttaly the meaning of ‘hoopee!

"he opening weeks of 1944

moawr an exodus of two troops at & time to the monagtery
A
4

of San Michcle. The arca proved a natural Italian ichnacarky,; with climbing on the
snow-clad slopcs of Monte Vulbture to remind some of Ben Nevis, ¥

Meanwhilc the Commando had been left o the tendcr merecics of a succession of
remarlk: orgonizabtions knovm in turn by the obviously progressive titles
as Morces ,..Z’ 5 and 399. For all the veil of scerecy which cloaked their
ac‘t’iv CC).'lLI\.-CClO"l with them was soon to have patent results; emd with the
New gtill a powerful memory advanced elements of the Commands woere
whisked Join a minute roecce parsy under the C.0, on the Islend of Vis.

The Jugoslav pﬂ' rtisans pave us a phenomenal weleome, With the Germans barely
12 miles ..o across the waltcr, and their last rcmaining Island threatened, there is
no doubt that they were glad o sce us. Indced the shots that sang across our bows
from rificmen ashore were bub J.mwcatlve of their pleasurc. Full strect lighting
Was (m, orzanized portics of men met the ships and formed a "'us.rd of honour and con-
yveycd: the bassase "o billess which had been cleancd by orgenized partics of women;
crpanised choirs of men and women sang partisan songs while we wall.d ; a brass band
strug 1c£l with Ilational Anthems ond addresses were redliron the steps of "Navy Housc",

“The sct-up for Commands tactics was ideal. - Recce partics and wireless stabtions
on the Georman-held Islands werc maintained almost continuously during the first few .
weeks., Vhile the rest of the Commands and the first intokes were still in Italy going
throvgh the San Michcle mill, Culanel Jock “led two daring if not typical reids on the
Islands of Hvor and 3ira. In a raid he had *himsclf planned for 2 Troop Capliain Bare
was unluclily wounded, and dicd ;.nlle heing carried back to the boat by the German
pm.so.mz-s he had sccured.  He was given a funeral with the full military honours of

v

three nabtions in the British Comctery where the sailors of George ITT hed been buried

years before

Ty the end of Fobruary the whole Commondo was divided between the two small
harbours of VIS and b..OMI;_...L and the house on the central plain which Former Coptain
Talker hod christencd Duck's Plash. Lieutenant B.J. Barton M.C,, on his own inikiative
carricd out two very successful small-scale 2-man raids, which corned hin the D.S. 0,
and the nickname, Barton of Brac. ; ¢ .
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after Mljct the first party of Officers went back to the moinland
on a Porachube course at Brindigi;bubt in the mcantime a spot of bobthcer occurrcd
in Jugeslavia, TPito's HQ had been attacked and the Marshal himself nearly cap-
tired, A lorge Parbisan force was direetly thrcatencd and a divecsion somewhere
was vital., Appcals were made o the Jritish, and a Jarge scale attack was planned
on the Gormon jarrigon of Brac. Col. Jack was acting Brigadier, and with LU and
43 Conmandos as bthe spearhead he led the attack, IHis resulting capbture and the
death in action of Col. Manncrs cast a gloow over the whole island.  An aut
to rescuc Col.. Jack proved aboriive. : X

%S
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It was parbticularly sad that Col., Jack Churchill was not able ©to be present

at the presentation of the Commondo to Marshal Dito, This cercmony, periformed
a% 1030 on June 23 was accompanicd by a really full-scalc diversion by the 25

spdrs of the 111 Fd Regt and by the 3.7s of the AA Guaners. The Marshal, escorted

by an cntourage of Tommy Guancrs appeared o be eantirely in his element. He
addressed the Unit, and his speech wien sranslated was found to be duly epprec-
iative and highly complimentary.

V.I.Fs.

Tiis was the first of -a numbcr of inspeotions which charscteriscd the
closing days on Vis. Brigadicr Davey commanding Land Forces Jdriatic saw
the Commando and gave a hint that they would be sceing more of him. The
¢ 0.0, SS Group paid us a visit inspected the Unit, breakfasted with the Officers,
and gave & lecturc on Commando activities in Frence. Admiral Cowan - Commando
Cowan - left the Island after inspecting our Guord of honour and receiving our
chcers. g

L1l more Sport. ;

X

A demolition course of considerable scope was rua on the little neighbour=—
ing Island of Biscvo where the Partisans had wade a prison Camp for-the mang
Gormons who kept rolling inFootball, swimming, soft-ball, basgict-ball - oll

s 3 (P 2
L §

kinds of sport filled the summcr days between raids. L 3rd cdition of the
"Green Berets! ran to 16 performances in various parts of the Island.

But the ¢,0, had beecn callcd to Italy for conferences, and it became
cvident that W were destined for other ficlds. After o tremendous fercwell

party in the Officcrs Mess, with Partisan bands outdoing cach other ond suit-
able interrupbions by, the Commando piper we at lenglh cmbarked in ILCIs and an
ancicat Adriatic stemmer for Italy. e reached MONOPOLL camp on July 16th, and
almost immediately started training with the HLI for operation HEATING II,
Thig operation which was minutely planned with models and photographs and pages
of paper was o haragsing tosk designed to destroy 5he German goarrison of HIMARA
ncar the town of SPILJZ in Albania. The. garrison which was guarding that scetor
oft the main supply route to the south proved a very. tough proposition. Then we
landed on July 29t and formed up under cover of darkness for a dewn attack on
their positions they did not scem unduly surprised to sce-us, and despite the
support of hcavy naval gunfire and RAF fighter bombers and the juns of the ROR
they could only be dislodged by the determined frontal attacks of the Commando
and the HLI,  HRven then they hit back in no uncertain fashion, and the ativacks
went on all day. In the cnd the time factor forced us to withdraym, bui uot
cfore the town of SPILJE had been cntered and the CGerman forces so disorgonized
and depleted that it was a comparatively simplc mabber for the Partisons to nab
the rest next day. Szb. Webster, Gnr, Pallett and Dvr. Joha wore cub off during
the battlc when the laticr was wounded and the force roturncd without Lhem. I
attempts had been made to hring them out in the weck which followed, bub no
success achicved, when they were evacuated by Force 399 through their Liaison
scovice with the Partisans who had been sheltering thom. T T

v



Italian Surmer
s ate e DTS

Casualiies at Spiljc hed been fairiy high, and the beginning of Ausust saw most
of the Commando on leave in Rome and obhcr aigh-spots. A visit from Col. Chorics
Vaughon who inspected Sic unis and told us much about the fubure. ivence. England,

-the preseat the "Huwaing Somb", and ourselves, was e feaburc of the mon%h._ The

- promotion of Mejor Fyan 4o L. Colonel, and his confiraation as C.0. was the

: occasion of a maznificent party in the Crobto at POLIGNANO when most of the Uniform

and practically all the faircst of the fair sex in South-Bastern Ttc 1y asscmbled to

®  wine sup and Dance. As incidenbals to Giiis operation the local Ttalian population
were shanghaicd into such rowing hoats as they could find, with their musiecal talent
amongst them, and amid a shower of mortar flarcs and Verey Lights they sanc their
way into the Grotto from the sea. A4 Motor convoy on the ncighbouring road is reported
to have halted for half an hour foaring a fresh invasion. Other "atiractions?
included o Jugoslav partisan choir, the Pipes, and o succession of Zightsome Reels,

In Scptember the C.0. was married at Saint Augustine's Church in Bari, -Padre
Banting officiating., Azuard of honour outside the church was formed b7 Troop
Commeniders and Warrant Officers with Fighting Knives as belfitted so important an
oceasion, But the Commando touch was added by Ceptain Parsons who had organiscd a
smoke screcn belching Very lights and flares, and a pariicularly cxplosive Jeep %o
convey the couple to the rocepiion, The Jeep didn’t make the srade (again by arfonge-
ment) and the entry of the "horseless carriage" towed by a sccond uard of honour
and led by the Pipes, provided an excellent start to an emcellent party.

SARANDE.

But cven while the fostivibtics were going on, plamning was procceding apace.
L.F, A, we discovercd had guitc a bit Staff, and they t.ore certainly not devoid of
idcas. Opcration afiter operation was mooted, plenncd and scrapped, and finally

after threc false starbts bogan the "Cifty-hour operation" of SARANDE.

We arrived at the chosen beach on the ATRANTIAN COAST o few milcs Iforth of
CORFU, to find that our rccce party wnder Capt. Alec Porsons had been athacked by
. the Germans and nearly pubt ‘in the bag. To cap this, shortly after daylight it
started to rain, and to the troops in I,D, with the lichtest possible eguipment,
who were forced for their own protection to hold positions ab abous 2000 fect
. the rain was a dccided nuisance. ‘e had been sent over to “harass" the hun for
the nccessary period of 24 hours, in lieu of some obher specific operation which
. had to be cencelled. So harass the hun it was. 4And for fiftcen days we patrollcd
and strafed and recced in the craghy mountains and the waterlogzed plain, all the
tine holding the vallcy in which our beachhcad lay by manning positions on the
flanking nountains. ~There was no water on the mountains, nor any food, and cven
when mules had been provided to do some of the arduous carrying, several of these
died under the strain and the aen had to teke over their loods. Gradually a 3Brigede
Torec was built up under Brigedier Churchill, consisving of oursclves and 40 R
Commando, 150 Assyrian Lovics, and clements of Royal Artillery and the RSR: and
all the time offensive patrolling went on, and most of the time it ‘rained, ‘There
were many casvaluies from exposurce in the first fow doys, and despite the suprising-
1y good morale quitc o feow men had not reccovered in time for the battlc. Rain and
the sharp rocks in particular played hevoc with men's feet.

‘

2 However, on the 7th and 8th October we began to move up for an attack on the
garrison of Sarandc, carrying up che ammunition and stores rcguired over che mountain
tracks. At 0245 on October 9th the leading Troops began to advance and by 1015 our
final objective, a Battery of captured British 25 pdr guns on a fortress hill , was
secured, The Royal Marines in a mopgnificent battle cleared Sa.ra_néc, and the job

was virtually donc. i

We withdrew by sca to our original beach, and amid a confusion of orders and
counter-orders from Italy the 0.0. led a party to COR.U to clean up the Germans who
rewained. This party received a magnificent weleowme from the populace, many of

_ whom spoke Anglish, and the work of reconnaissance was somewhat hindered by the

~ nead for Ceremonial and receiving the honours paid. L. Sastaugh halted by a crowd
in a village had to listen to a speech in modern Greck in which he was assured that-

.~ " his party werc "not men but a.rige_ls , sent from Heaven o protect us,"

s



BITETTO

Brigsadier Churchill took his lcave of the Commando on Oct lb and the next dgy |
we returncd to MONOPOLL and another spell of leave. In November, the camp at Mono-
poli showing signs of reverting to the marsh it sust originaliy heave been, we moved
to billets in BITETTO. Re-organization started in earncst. [ specch to the Commando
by Major-Gencral R.Z. Laycack after hc had inspected us scemed Lo indicate that
operations of a different kind werc ahcad of us. Innumerable courscs were laid on,
intakec troops were recruited and trained, and Christmas Horscs, Mules, and the
proximity of Bari, were the only things that should have interfcred with training.

A llew Year.

By the beginning of 1945 it was evident that something was afoob. Mountain
warfarc training in the snow secemed to be the order of the day, and with two troops
at a timc "battling" in the hills at GRAVINA, and later a 2 day Bdc BZxercisc at
Minervino, it scemed logical that our farcwcll to LPA at the conclusion of this
feverish spell should be the prelude to our move to the flat, flat plains of RALVENNA,

Here we came under command of 5 Corps, and arriving on February 18th, went into
the line with 12 Lancers on the 2lst. iafter ten days we returncd to RAVEINL, were
in the linec from March 4th to the 1lth, and azain from the 19th to the 22nd. During
“these periods therc was a good deal of patrolling to be donc, and we suffered a
number of casualiics from shell and mortar fire, and from the vast numbers of nines
both own and encmy with which this much contested sector was littered.

The Spit

In the interim between the sccond and third spells in the line, and ia the
last week of the month training was carried out at a feverish pace with Fantails
and Stormboats, in which new craft it was intended that we should carry out our
sharc of operation "ROAST", This remarkable operation to clear the Germans off
the Spit of land between La.Le COMACCHIO and the ADRLAZIC, and thus sccurc the right
flank for the big attack which was to follow, was carrlod out b, the whole Brigade
and won honours for all units taking part. Fra*l' our own point of view cven now
there is that about the success of fhe operation which savours of the miraculous.
fo brief account can do justice to the story. Let it be said merely that every-
thing that could have gone wrong in the early stages had been forescen and provided
for; all those things did go wrong, and the snags had to be overconc by independent
or concerted effort; as, for example, the little detail of having to wallk half
the wey knce deep in soft mud and waist deep in water. e rcached the beaches six
hours labe, without our anti-tank guns without our reserve ammunition, with a min-
imum of medical supplies. The initial assault was done by a Troop and Commaondo HQ
together, the only flights able to recach the right place by daylight. Instead of
onc troop as had been arranged, two and a half troops had to land on 9 Commando's
beachhecad, leaving a very deplc,tcd force to take the main objeciives. Yot within
four hOUI'o of landing these objectives had been securcd by whirlwind tactics, and
the troops with 9 had fought their way through from the south to join us.

Then, on the eveninz of the third day after landing, the Brigade, having
carried out its task of clearing th: Spit, was relicved by 24 Guards Brig;aﬂc, we
had accounted for about 250 “2rmans in woundud and P.¥W., alonc, and had sccurcd
large quantitics of guns and cquipment.

The battle of the Dykes.

After o fow days rest we werc moved up with 43 Rl Commando and Bde HQ to the
town of CONSELIGE, from where we were destined to carry out our last action in Italy.
This was brie?ly the task of making good the left flank of the thrust through the
Aroenta gap, by the not-so-simple expedient of Ffighting our way up the four dykes
which contain the river RINO and the canals which run immediately slongside it.

To the left o larpe strebch of floodland robbed us of the power of manosuvre and
inmmediately to the right was our boundary with the main effort.












