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The Editor,
Doncaster Post,
Nortn Eridge, 8. Yorks.

sir, DENIS COULTHREAD,

in the Royal Scots in 1940 wham—ir—1S548 vhen he volunt

Denis Coulthread, who dfed last week aged 51 was servine
red to

join the 11th Scottish Commando., Norvay hed just fallen to the

Nazis, and British troops had been withdrawn from Burope.

Hitler expected Britain would be next on his £ist. The Comandc

trained with the Roysl Mavy, because Ur Uinston Churchill thought

it wos time ve started to fight back, and the whole cosst of

Europe was Nazi conteolled.

Dents Goulthread wos a Lance Corporal in No & Troop and weo
Colonel Geoffrey Keyes' butman when the 'Rommel Roid' was plamned
in Bgypt. Being an officer's batmen on active service involved
much more than looking after him and cleaning his boots. Denis
wes Colonel Keyes' body-guerd and right-hand-nan for the intended
Commando raid on the Main Rear Helﬂ@_\lnl"t!rt of the Africe Corps,
¥novn to the Senussi tribesmen as "Rommel's House" at Sidi Rafa
in Cyrenaica. It wes timed for November 17th 1941, ‘The Cormandos
were to be landed at night ucing small inflatoble rubber boats.
They hed precticed for tais in fine westher, but on the ni-ht of
the lendins it was blowing half a gale. There was only ore
wire stey rlonz the deck of the subnarine "Torbay". The men 2=l
to hold onto this while they loaded the adinghies. Yhen 8 ueve
8 >D=n13 ~raibed

broke over the deck and svent severel dinghies a:
ith the other, viti

nis bont ith one Wand <nd the safety line

the resuit thet his arn was tenporarily pulled out of joint, nit

he held on.  The first seven rubber bosts were launched viti

only a few spills, and got ashore with Colonel Keyes (esed o4;

and Denis lesding the way. The reaainder fron Torbsy took

six hours, and found Keyes and Coulthread waiting to help the:
areg their bosts up. It was a bitterly cold nirht and the se-
becane so roush that only ten men from the other submsrine wer:
able to reach the shore.  Wovenber 16th their second day was
spent hiding in the scrub, after marching ell night ushill
carrying heavy losds. Colonel Keyes persuaded er‘Ardb to bring
them some cooked food, and knowing it was Denis's birthdsy seid: ,
lould you like & gont?"

"I am sorry we haven't 2 cok
Denis had wonderful powers of sleeping: no matter where he

was, he Had only to }ie dom ond he was snoring. - The followifs

night, November 17th, Keyes chose Denis as one of the five men
_to enter and blow up the Gepmen Headquarters. He did o

preliminary reconnaissance himself and killed the Serman sents
by the gate. The sentry who should have been outside the fromt
door opened 1t when they knocked, grabbed Colonel Keyes' colt,

and wrestled with him while shouting for help.  Captain Robin
Compbell then shot the sentry. Since the alarm hod now been
riven Keyes tnen gave the order to use Tommy guns and srenades.
They found themselves in a dimly 1it hsll, and hesrd & man in
staira, Sergeant Terry (aged 19)

heavy boots clattering dovn th
and Dents both Fired at hie silhoustte on the steircase. To use
Coulthresd's own vords: “Jhad a more or less roving comission
in the hallvay. You czn't watch a man's interests from in front

0 en sction of tnat type." P

5

tiesnvnile Colonel Keyes wus throwini open the doors rount
the hall, In one room there were Oermans in steel helmets,

Ko fired one or tuo rounds,end then h21a the door shut whils

Captain Campbell got the pin out of & grenade. He re-ozes

Wiell dome" as he saw the grenade go in

the door and seid:
and Sergeant Terry gave a burst with nis tomwy gun.  Before

Keyes could shut the door a bullet struck hin just over the
neart.

They had succeeded in getting into the Germans iain Rear
Headnuarters #ith enoush high explosive to destroy the six

nout a shot being fired by the eneny. Tow

storey buillin
as Gead: soon afterwerds Ceptain Camubell was

their lesder
wounded by a shot from one of the Commandos guarding the back .
of the house. He ordered a retreat. Because of the continuous
heavy Fain they found the fuses on their sticks of gelipmite
siould not {gnite.  Coulthréad and Bombadier Brodie were unable
to zet into the pover station but found an external breather
ive to the engine. Denis pushed threo sticks of gelignite
dovn the pive, snd Brodie dropped a grensde down efter them.

The charge exploded and all the lights went out. They started

to retrect to the coast eightsen kilometers swey, but after sdout

/m and they were oblifed to

s mile o thick mist came d
@nylizat. Denis true to form admitted: "I slept on top of &
nice thick bush in the pouring rain i1l morning.” iMmen they
reached the cosst 1t proved t00 rouzh for their ruober boats.
The vere unsble to rench "Torbay" and vere eventually taken

prisoner.  Althouph the raid failed in its main objective:

fSRAL RO:MEL'S HEADQUARTERS' (too few men hed =ot

VTO LUCK UP OF

nghor: to mount an stisck on his villa uhere he

#nen st S1al Refs), 1t shuied

4

‘behind the encry lines, Instead of disbanding the unortnsdc:

Comnandos as Wnitehall intended, more vere raised, pnd 211

sssault troops weve trained on the same lines, until st 1

on D Day they lsunched the assault which was to liberate

S i S

Eugspe.

But not the Poles alas..

The Hon, Elizabeth Keves.

+ Bxtracts fron VGZORFREY KEVSS VG OP i3 ROMIL RAIDY published
herd-back 1956 and paper-bsck 1958

Stymed amotated coples of the hard-buck cen be dbtained
£ron the author minimun price 23 .50p sold in aid of
Tingesiek Onurch Repair bunds

it till

s 3043 to slees

1ot could be done by trained men,



